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We are CMEL! Welcome to the fifty-first issue of the CMEL Newsletter! This publication aims to update you on the latest
news and information in the biomedical world. We will also share information about upcoming events, so stay tuned! Find
out more about CMEL. We also have a Twitter account and a Facebook page.

Top story in this newsletter

Editorial:

Farewell and welcome

On behalf of CMEL and its Board of Directors, we would like to thank Dr Harry Yi-
Jui Wu for his many years of service as a member of CMEL'’s Board, and we wish
him success in his future endeavours.

We would also like to welcome Professor Vivian Lin, who succeeds Dr Wu as a
member of CMEL’s Board. Professor Lin is Executive Associate Dean and
Professor of Public Health Practice of the LKS Faculty of Medicine at HKU, and
has more than 30 years of experience in public health. Both Professor Lin and
CMEL’s Co-Director Dr Calvin W. L. Ho are currently collaborators on a research
project funded by the World Health Organization on the Design, Reform and
Implementation of Health Practitioner Regulation across ten countries.

Additionally, we are delighted to welcome Dr Minsung Kim, who has joined the
Department of Law of HKU as Post-doctoral Fellow in Reproductive Medicine and
related technologies. Dr Kim completed his PhD / SJD at Indiana University Maurer
School of Law, for which he received the Best Dissertation Defense Award.

In this month’s newsletter, we are pleased to present new publications and media
interviews by our core faculty members, and to share updates on a local court case
and the proposed scheme for non-locally trained doctors to practise in Hong Kong.
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Dr Calvin W. L. Ho (Right)
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Latest CMEL
research:

Recent publications
Please click on the links to read the publications.
[RESEARCH ARTICLES]

"Law, Virtue, and Public Health Powers"

By Eric C. Ip

In Public Health Ethics (OUP) (2021)

Abstract [Open Access]: https://doi.org/10.1093/phe/phab014

Full article accessible on Oxford Journals [HKU members please log in here]

"Ethical and policy considerations for COVID-19 vaccination modalities:
delayed second dose, fractional dose, mixed vaccines" [Open Access]

By Jonathan Wolff, Caesar Atuire, Anant Bhan, Ezekiel Emanuel, Ruth Faden,
Prakash Ghimire, Dirceu Greco, Calvin W. L. Ho, Sonali Kochhar, Surie Moon,
Owen G. Schaefer, Ehsan Shamsi-Gooshki, Jerome Amir Singh, Maxwell J.
Smith, Beatriz Thomé, Aissatou Touré, Ross Upshar

In BMJ Global Health (2021) 6:5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2021-005912
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Knowledge
Exchange:

Impact of "vaccine bubble" on unvaccinated employees

In an interview with the South China Morning Post, our Dr Calvin W. L. Ho
commented on Hong Kong's "vaccine bubble", which has sparked concerns about
the impact on unvaccinated employees. He observed that while the "vaccine
bubble" policy itself is ethically justified and reasonable, there still may be
implementation gaps, which would then require adequate safeguards to protect
individuals, particularly vulnerable employees.

Click here for the article.
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Incentivising vaccination and the Hong Kong — Singapore Travel Bubble

In a radio programme on Radio Television Hong Kong, our Dr Calvin W. L. Ho
shared his views on incentivising vaccination and the Hong Kong — Singapore travel
bubble.

Click here for the recording and transcript [in Chinese only].
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Transparency in COVID-19 vaccine indemnity fund applications

In an interview with Now News, our Dr Calvin W. L. Ho suggested that the
application process of Hong Kong’s COVID-19 vaccine indemnity fund should be
more transparent.

Click here for the clip and transcript [in Chinese only].
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Current Affairs:

Doctors acquitted of charges arising from referral of patients to private clinic

Three former public eye doctors were charged with conspiracy to commit
misconduct in public office and have recently been acquitted. One of the
defendants, a public hospital doctor at the material time, allegedly referred his
patients at the public hospital to a private eye clinic operated by the other two
defendants. Read more here [article in Chinese only].
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Government unveils proposed scheme to create a new pathway for non-
locally trained doctors to practise in Hong Kong

The Hong Kong government will introduce the Medical Registration (Amendment)
Bill 2021 into the Legislative Council in June this year to create a new pathway for
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eligible non-locally trained doctors who are Hong Kong permanent residents to
practise in Hong Kong. Read more here.
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Events:

Past Event: Seminar on genomics for health (in English only)

Our Dr Calvin W. L. Ho was involved as a commentator in a seminar on "Genomics
for Health — Addressing Ethical and Social Concerns"” organised by the
Chinese University of Hong Kong on 11 May 2021. The video is available here.

Upcoming Event (also in English only)

We are pleased to announce that Dr Calvin W. L. Ho will be giving the following
talk (via Zoom). Anyone interested to attend may email Ms Faridah Binte Saadon
<paefs@nus.edu.sg> or Mr Mohammad Firdaus Bin Mohammad Shariff
<fir.s@nus.edu.sg> for the Zoom link. Attendance of this event is free of charge.

Title of talk: Parental Rights, Best Interests and Significant Harms in
Medical Decision-Making on Behalf of Children

Organiser: Department of Paediatrics of National University Hospital in
Singapore

Date: 9 June 2021 (Wed) | Time 8:00 am (Hong Kong & Singapore Time)

Registration: Please email paefs@nus.edu.sg or fir.s@nus.edu.sq for the
Zoom link

Abstract: A number of high profile cases in the United Kingdom (UK)
concerning the withholding and/or withdrawal of medical (and in one case,
experimental) interventions for infants occurred in close succession. These
legal tussles have not escaped public attention in Singapore or Hong Kong. In
the main English language newspaper in Singapore for instance, a journalist
observed that Singapore has yet to have a test case of desperate parents
fighting healthcare professionals in court to prolong treatment for their children,
even though legal requirements are broadly similar in both countries. When
parents (or guardians) and healthcare professionals disagree, English law is
clear that doctors cannot be forced to treat nor can paediatric patients (through
their parents or guardians) compel treatments. Although there is no explicit
legal or judicial pronouncement in Singapore or Hong Kong, the position that
is generally endorsed in professional regulations is effectively similar to that in
English law. If an agreement cannot ultimately be reached between parents (or
guardians) and healthcare professionals, the dispute may be taken to court, as
in the UK. The absence of case law in Singapore or Hong Kong creates an
opportunity to examine possible differences in the legal construction and
application of best interests and other principles or requirements. In this
presentation, | consider the following questions in the context of Singapore
(and, to a more limited extent, Hong Kong): (1) What is the appropriate
threshold for judicial intervention and its values? (2) What values and
considerations do and should inform judicial decisions? Additionally, | broadly
consider the extent that judicial responses to these questions are likely to be
influenced by social forces and public perception.

Centre for Medical Ethics and Law, The University of Hong Kong

cmel@hku.hk

Office 9.21, 9th Floor, Cheng Yu Tung Tower, Centennial Campus, The University of Hong Kong


https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202105/18/P2021051800390.htm?fontSize=1
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202105/18/P2021051800388.htm?fontSize=1
https://www.law.hku.hk/academic_staff/dr-calvin-ho/
http://bioethics.med.cuhk.edu.hk/events/20210511
https://www.law.hku.hk/academic_staff/dr-calvin-ho/
mailto:paefs@nus.edu.sg
mailto:fir.s@nus.edu.sg
mailto:paefs@nus.edu.sg
mailto:fir.s@nus.edu.sg

