72, The University of Hong Kong

."\\_. o
\iﬁ_, Centre for Medical Ethics and Law

CMEL NEWSLETTER

MAY ISSUE 2020

We are CMEL! Welcome to the thirty-ninth issue of the CMEL Newsletter! This publication aims to update you on the latest
news and information in the biomedical world. We will also share information about upcoming events, so stay tuned! Find
out more about CMEL. We also have a Twitter account and a Facebook page.

Top story in this newsletter

Publications:

Recent publications on mental health and/or COVID-19
1. “Compulsory Mental Health Treatment and the Way Forward”
By Assistant Professor Daisy Cheung (CMEL's Deputy Director) & another
In Hong Kong Lawyer
2. “What_are the obligations of the state? A public mental health ethics
perspective on the Covid-19 lockdowns”
By Assistant Professor Daisy Cheung (CMEL's Deputy Director) &
Associate Professor Eric C. Ip (CMEL's faculty member)
On the Journal of Medical Ethics (JME) blog
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Event:

COVID-19 webinar — “State and Professional Autonomy: Conflicting Rights
and Obligations in the State-Profession Relationship”

Date: 30 April 2020 | Event page

This talk considers why the professional autonomy of healthcare workers needs to
be recognised and sustained, and how strike by health professions may be different
and ethically justified.
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Recent

Hong Kong court ruled on challenges by returnees from South Africa and
Pakistan to mandatory quarantine at quarantine centres

The Hong Kong court has ruled on the challenges by a family returning from South
Africa (news article | court’s decision) and a returnee from Pakistan (news article
| court’s decision) to the measure imposed on them amid COVID-19 requiring
them to quarantine at quarantine centres. The court held that the decisions to
guarantine them at the centres passed the proportionality test. This was so even
though the option of home quarantine was given to returnees from some other
countries but generally not offered to returnees from South Africa/ Pakistan.
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COVID-19
Resources:

“Bioethical Reflections on COVID-19” resources page

CMEL launched a resources page on “Bioethical Reflections on COVID-19” to
share perspectives from CMEL’s members. The page presents a collection of
articles, webinar videos, etc. and will be updated from time to time. Stay tuned.
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