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The Universal
Declaration
of Human
Rights
(UDHR)

Article 19

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; this right includes freedom to hold
opinions without interference and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas through any media
and regardless of frontiers.

Article 25

Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate
for the health and well-being of himself and of his
family, including food, clothing, housing and medical
care and necessary social services, and the right to
security in the event of unemployment, sickness,
disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of
livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.



Main characteristics of the UDHR freedom of
expression

* Freedom of opinion

* Freedom of expression

Freedom of expression is a necessary condition for the realization of the principles of transparency and
accountability that are, in turn, essential for the promotion and protection of human rights.

General principles: universality, indivisibility, interdependence and interrelatedness

Freedom of receiving information can play a pivotal role in strengthening democracy and countering
disinformation, and reaffirming further that the exercise of the right to freedom of expression carries with
it special duties and responsibilities, in accordance with article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights.

e https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/general-comments-and-recommendations/general-comment-no34-article-19-
freedoms-opinion-and



https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/general-comments-and-recommendations/general-comment-no34-article-19-freedoms-opinion-and

Protection of Public Health constitutes a limitation of freedom
of expression.

773 United ¢ N\, UNITED NATIONSS o 1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions
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expression; this right shall include freedom to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas of all

Human Rights Instruments kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing
or in print, in the form of art, or through any other
CORE INSTRUMENT media of his choice.

UNIVERSAL INSTRUMENT

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in

I nternationa I c°vena nt on C ivi I an d paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special

duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be

Pol i ti c a I Ri g ht s subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be

such as are provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

ADOPTED BY

16 December 1966 General Assembly resolution 2200A (XXI) (b) For the protection of national Security or of
public order (ordre public), or of public health or
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The concept of the infodemic
management and the link to
human rights

* Infodemic: an overabundance of information, accurate
or not, in the digital and physical space, accompanying
an acute health event such as an outbreak or epidemic.

* Freedom of opinion and expression: increasing the need
for the dissemination of factual, timely, clear, accessible,
multilingual and evidence-based information, and
emphasizing the need for all relevant stakeholders to
address the challenge of disinformation.

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 24
December 2021, A/RES/76/227
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| TimNguyen .~ %« *
Sylvie Briand Editors® . * *

Manéging

Infodemics in
the 271* Century

' Addressing New Public Health

Challenges in the Information
Ecosystem
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[on the report of the Third Committee (A/76/462/Add. 2, para. 114)]

76/227. Countering disinformation for the promotion and protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms



The United Nations

General Assembly

resolution (UNGA)
76/227

United Nations A RES/76/227

V, \Q General Assembly Distr.: General
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\& y 10 January 2022
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Seventy-sixth session

Agenda item 74 (b)

Promotion and protection of human rights: human
rights questions, including alternative approaches for
improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly
on 24 December 2021

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/76/462/Add.2, para. 114)]

76/227. Countering disinformation for the promotion and protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms

The General Assembly,
Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,' the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,? the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights,® the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, ? the Convention on the Rights of the Child,® the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,® the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination” and all other relevant
international human rights instruments, including the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action,?

Recalling the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and interrelatedness



Pandemic Accord

Draft Pandemic Treaty, right to information, and infodemic

Article 17. Strengthening pandemic and public health literacy 1. The Parties
commit to increase science, public health and pandemic literacy in the
population, as well as access to information on pandemics and their effects,
and tackle false, misleading, misinformation or disinformation, including
through promotion of international cooperation. In that regard, each Party is
encouraged to: (a) promote and facilitate, at all appropriate levels, in
accordance with national laws and regulations, development and
implementation of educational and public awareness programmes on
pandemics and their effects, by informing the public, communicating risk and
managing infodemics through effective channels, including social media; (b)
conduct regular social listening and analysis to identify the prevalence and
profiles of misinformation, which contribute to desigh communications and
messaging strategies for the public to counteract misinformation,
disinformation and false news, thereby strengthening public trust; and (c)
promote communications on scientific, engineering and technological
advances that are relevant to the development and implementation of
international rules and guidelines for pandemic prevention, preparedness,
response and recovery of health systems, based on science and evidence.

g"’@ World Health
&Y Organization

———

FOURTH MEETING OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL
NEGOTIATING BODY TO DRAFT AND NEGOTIATE
A WHO CONVENTION, AGREEMENT OR OTHER
INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENT ON PANDEMIC

PREVENTION, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE A/INB/4/
Provisional agenda item 3 1 February 202
Zero draft of the WHO CA+

for the consideration of the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Body at its fourth meeting

WHO convention, agreement or other international instrument on
pandemic prevention, preparedness and response (“WHO CA+”)

BACKGROUND, METHODOLOGY AND APPROACH

1. In recognition of the catastrophic failure of the international community in showing solidarity and
equity in response to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, the World Health Assembly convened a



Considerations on implementation

 UDHR, Draft Pandemijc Treaty, Treaty, International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights ‘international legal texts.

* Not (automatically) a priori incorporated to the national law

* An effective implementation procedure is needed (two levels)
* In accordance with national laws and regulations

* Modification of secondary legislation (if needed)

* Implementation should take into consideration all relevant areas of
the law



Processing information & Al: 7 key requirements

* Human agency and oversight: Al systems should empower human beings, allowing them to make informed decisions
and fostering their fundamental rights. At the same time, proper oversight mechanisms need to be ensured, which can
be achieved through human-in-the-loop, human-on-the-loop, and human-in-command approaches

* Technical Robustness and safety: Al systems need to be resilient and secure. They need to be safe, ensuring a fall back
plan in case something goes wrong, as well as being accurate, reliable and reproducible. That is the only way to ensure
that also unintentional harm can be minimized and prevented.

* Privacy and data governance: besides ensuring full respect for privacy and data protection, adequate data governance
mechanisms must also be ensured, taking into account the quality and integrity of the data, and ensuring legitimised
access to data.

* Transparency: the data, system and Al business models should be transparent. Traceability mechanisms can help
achieving this. Moreover, Al systems and their decisions should be explained in a manner adapted to the stakeholder
concerned. Humans need to be aware that they are interacting with an Al system and must be informed of the
system’s capabilities and limitations.

* Diversity, non-discrimination and fairness: Unfair bias must be avoided, as it could could have multiple negative
implications, from the marginalization of vulnerable groups, to the exacerbation of prejudice and discrimination.
Fostering diversity, Al systems should be accessible to all, regardless of any disability, and involve relevant stakeholders
throughout their entire life circle.

* Societal and environmental well-being: Al systems should benefit all human beings, including future generations. It
must hence be ensured that they are sustainable and environmentally friendly. Moreover, they should take into
account the environment, including other living beings, and their social and societal impact should be carefully
considered.

* Accountability: Mechanisms should be put in place to ensure responsibility and accountability for Al systems and their
outcomes. Auditability, which enables the assessment of algorithms, data and design processes plays a key role
therein, especially in critical applications. Moreover, adequate an accessible redress should be ensured.




Provessing
information and
personal data

« Lawfulness, fairness, and
transparency

« Purpose Limitation
« Data Minimisation
« Accuracy

 Storage Limitation

* Integrity and
Confidentiality

« Accountability
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Post-pandemic
experience: from
the emergency law
to the core human
rights perspective
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COVID-19 and Human Rights:
We are all in this together

COVID-19
COVID-19 and

We are all in
this together

Human rights are key in shaping

Human rights are critical -
for the response and the recovery

They put people at the centre and produce better outcomes

Human rights are key in shaping

both emergency and the

broader impact on people’s lives

Human rights put peopl ge. Responses.

that are shaped by and respect human rights result in better outcomes in beating the pandemic,

for

on who is suffering most, why, and what can be done

dignity. But they also focus our attention

about it. They prepare the ground now for

q and

Why are human rights
so important to the
COVID-19 response?

The world Is facing an unprecedented crisis.
Atits core Is a global public health emer
gency on a scale not seen for a century,
requiring a global response with far-reaching
consequences for our economic, social and
political lives. The priority is to save lives.

In view of the exceptional situation and to pre-
serve life, countries have no choice but to adopt
extraordinary measures. Extensive lockdowns,

and peace.

equip States and whole societies to respond to
threats and crises in a way that puts people at
the centre. Observing the crisis and its impact
through a human rights lens puts a focus on
how it is affecting people on the ground, partic
ularly the most vulnerable among us, and what
can be done about it now, and in the long term.
Although this paper presents recommenda:
tions, it is worth underlining that human rights
are obligations which States must abide by,

Guaranteeing human rights for everyone poses
a challenge for every country around the world
toa differing degree. The public health crisis Is
fast becomina an economic and social crisis and
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The statement of the rights
represent a goal, or a
standard, to which every man
can look and with which he
can compare what he in fact
enjoys. The fact that no
country was prepared to vote
against the Declaration
indicates its compelling moral
force.

* H.V. Evatt, President of the United Nations
General Assembly, from 1948 to 1949

of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
embers of the human family is the foundation
* weace in the world,

ontempt for human rights have resulted in

[ utraged the conscience of mankind. and
adven. h human beings shall enjoy freedom of
~ad beliey .. ~adom from fear and want has been proclaimed

st aspiration of the common people,

essential, if man is not to be compelled 1o have recourse,

i against tyranny and oppression, that human

SO, . roteced by the rule of law,
MRS it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations
nong nations,
XIS /e peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed
their faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of
the human person and in the equal rights of men and women and have

THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION

or Human Rights

determined 1o promote social progress and better standards of life in
larger [reedonm.

Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-
operation with the United Nations. the promotion of universal respect
for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
XIS . common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of
the greatest importance for the full realisation of this pledge.

Now Tiererony RETTETRNEEUEREERTIRY

viociass this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common

standard of achicvenent for all peoples and all nations, to the end that
cvery individual and every organ of societs. keeping this Declaration
constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to Jrromote
respeet for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures.
national and international. to secare their universal and effective
recognition and observance, both among the proples of Member States

themselees and amony the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.

AWINAE | e All humen beings are bern free ond eqvel in dignity
and rights. They are endowed with reoson and conscience and
should ect towords one ancther in @ spirit of brotherhood

7 =1, Everyone is entitled 1o all the rights ond freedoms
sot forth in this Declorotion, without dissinction of eny kind, such oy
roce, colowe, sex, longwoge, religion, political or sther opinion,
notionel or sociol origin, praperty, birth or other states.

2. Furtheemore, no distinction tholl be made on the besis of the
political. jurisdictional or internotional otvi of the country or
torritory 1o which @ person belongs, whether this tersitery be on
independent, Truat or Non-Self-Goverming territory, or under any
other limitation of seversignty.

WIS 3 —varyone hou the right te Ufe,
liberty end the security of person.

ARTILE & —No one sholl be held in slavery or seevitude; slavery
ond the slove trode sholl be prohibited in oll their forms.

WIIIE & —No one shell be subjected 1o torture
o 10 ¢ruel. inhuman or degroding treatment or punishment.

TR & yone hos the right
© perion before the low.

MTHAE T e All ore equol before the low ond ore entitled with.
ot any discrimination te equal protection of the law. Al are en-
tirled 16 equol protection ogoinit any discrimination in vilotion of
this Declorotion and ogaint any incitement 16 1uch dcrimination.

wnox yone bes the right e y by the
competens novional tibunols for octs vieloting the fundomental
“his granted him by the constitution or by law.

WIE S =No one sholl be wbjecred
iivary orrest, detention or ouile.

' 1% —Everyone is entitled in full equolity 1o o foir ond

ving by on independent ond impartiol ibunel, in the

amin. 3 of his rights and obligations ond of eny eriminal
ogeinst Nim,

—1. Everyone chorged with o penal offence hos the
~ed inncent until proved guilly according 10 low
Pun.. ““<h e has hod olf the guorantess necessory
Aefence.

Sell be hote oy of any pensl offence on secount of
wission which did not constitute o penal offence,
+international law, ot the time when it wos com-
“° e penolly be impoted than the one thot

me the penol offence wor committed.

“ofl be subjected 1o orbitrary interference
~me or comespondence, ner 1o aMtacks
“aryone has the right 16 the pro-

~ate or aMacks.

WL IE 1 Evaryone hes the right te seek and to enjoy in
ether countries asylum from penccution
2. This right mey ot be invoked in the cose of prosecutions gen-
winely ariting from non-pelitical crimes or fram octs controry 16 the
purpoter ond principlos of the United Notons

WIRUL ) Everyene hes the fight 1o @ notionably
2. No one shell be orbitrority deprived of his nationality ner denied
the right 16 change his natienatity

MINAL 1 ), Men ond wemen of Iull age, without amy limita.
%0n due 1o roce. notionality e« religion, have the right to meery and
16 found a fomily. They are entitled 10 equel rights o1 te morrioge,
during morriege ond at it daselution
2. Marriage sholl be entered inte only with the free and full coment
of the intending 1povies
3. The fomily is the noturel end fundamentel group unit of sodiety
ond ia entitled 1o protection by sociaty and the State

WNLY 1T =), §
a1 well 01 in esseciation with
2. No one sholl be arbitarily deprived of bis preperty.

hou the right 1o own property slene
e

—Everyone han the right to
comcionce and religion: this right includes
religion or beliel. ond heedom. either olone or in community with
others ond in public or private, 1o manifest his religion or belief in
teaching, practice, worship ead ebiervance.

WINEL 15—~ Evaryone hos the right fo freedom of opinien ond
ession: this right incivdes freedom to hold opinioms without
interference and 1o seck, teceive ond impart information ond ideos
theough any media ond regardless of framticrs

SEINAL 3¢ =1, Everyone hes the right o freedom
of peocelul oxsembly ond esseciation
2. No one moy be compelled 1o belong 1o en eiseciotien.

S 2 ) Everyone has the right 1o teke port in the
governmant of his country, directly or thiough freely chosen
reprotontatives
2. Everyone hos the right of equol oecess 1o public 1erv
country.

3. The will of the people shodl be the basis of the autherity of gov-
arnement; this will sholl be expressed in periodsc ond ganvine elec:

in

held by secret vete or by equivalent free voting procedures

- = Everyone, o3 @ member of seciety, hos the right to
sociol security ond Is entitied 1o realisotion, through notionol
eton ond international (o-eperation ond in occordonce with the

; of eachState, of racialond
cuiturol rights indispensable for his dignity and the free develop-
meat of his personality.

haice of

=1, Everyons hos the sight 16 week, 1o |

ation inturing for Nensell ond hs fomily on existence worthy of
humen dignity, and supplemented. if mecessary. by other means of
socel protoction

4. Everyone hou the right 1o form and 10 join trede wnions
for the protection of ki intererts.

IRIE S —Everyane hos the right 1o rest and leisure, including
reaiancble limitotion of working hewn end periedic holidoys with
poy.

WIRIE S ) Everyene hos the right 1o o wanderd of living ode-
quote for the health and well-being of himielf end of his fomily.
including food, clothing. housing ond medical core ond necossory
sociol services, and the right 1o security in the event of unemploy-
ment. wickness, divobili old oge or other lack of
livelhood in circummtonces beyond his contrel.

2. Matherhood ond childhood ore entitled 10 special core and onsis-
tonce. All children. whether born in or out of wedlack, sholl enjey
the vome social protection

IRIE B ), Bveryone hos the right 1o educotion. Education
tholl be free, o1 leost in the elementory and fundamentol stoges.
Elementory education shall be compelsory. Techaicol and profes-
sional educotion thall be mode gensrolly availoble ond higher
educanion sholl be equelly oc il on the boris of merit
2. Educotion shall be directed 1o the full development of the humen
persasiity and 1o the strengthening of respect for humon rights
and fundemental freedoms. It shall promete undertanding, toler-
e ond friendiip emeng oll natiens, rociol or religious groups,
and sholl further the activities of the United Notions for the mein-
ace

3. Parents have o peicr right fo checse the kind of education

thot sholl be given 1o their children

\IRIE 2T ), Evaryone hot the right freely to participote in the
cwitural ife of the community, to enjoy the arts ond 1o thare in
scientific odvoncement and its benefits.

2. Everyone hos the right 10 the pratection of the mero! and matericl
interests revulting from any scientific. literary or artistic production
of which he is the outher,

s —Everyone is entitled %o o 1ociol ond internationel
order in which the sights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration
con be fully realited

. =1 Everyone hos duties 1o the commenity in which
olone the free ond full development of his persanchity is possible.
2. In the exercire of his rights and freedomy, everyone sholl be swb-
foet anly 10 swch limitations o1 ore determined by low solely for the
purpore of securing dve recognition end
freedoms of others and of meeting the just requ

public arder and the generol welfare in o democratic society.

3. These rights ond freedomi may in mo core be exercived controny




Thank you very much for your
attention!

email: dimitra.lingri@ehfcn.org
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