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Advance Directives Across Asia: Book Launch Events

“Potential Challenges for Hong Kong

Healthcare Practitioners” & 

“Advance Directives Across Asia – Trends and Patterns” 

2 - 3 May 2023 (Tue & Wed) | 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm (HKT)

(in-person)

This book is the first to consider the law and practice of advance directives across

Asia. It will be important not only as a reference volume that documents how advance

directives are regulated and used throughout Asia, but also as an exploration of the

concept of the advance directive itself, in context. By examining how advance

directives have taken shape and operate in Asian countries, the book also sheds light

on diverse regulatory approaches, the values of personal autonomy in this context,

alongside other religious, institutional and socio-cultural factors that shape health and

care decision-making. As such, this book will have broad appeal to Asian and other

international scholars, students, policymakers and practitioners in the fields of health

law, medical ethics and end-of-life care.

Organised by:                                                              Co-organised by:                                            

https://www.cambridge.org/hk/academic/subjects/law/medico-legal-bioethics-and-health-law/advance-directives-across-asia-comparative-socio-legal-analysis?format=HB&isbn=9781009152624
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Objective, Coverage and Learning Outcomes 
 

Event on 2 May 2023: 

 Broadly give an overview of the practical challenges associated with the law and practice 

of advance directives in Hong Kong for healthcare practitioners and others 

 Broadly give an overview of the practical challenges associated with the law and practice 

of advance directives in Singapore for healthcare practitioners and others 

 Broadly discuss key issues relating to the development of the legislative bill on advance 

directives in Hong Kong 

Participants will acquire knowledge of the above. 

Event on 3 May 2023: 

 Broadly give an overview of the law and practice of advance directives in Singapore, 

Thailand, India, Malaysia, and Macau 

 Broadly discuss trends and patterns in the law and practice of advance directives across 

Asian jurisdictions 

 Broadly discuss implications of such trends and patterns for the development of advance 

directives in Asia 

Participants will acquire knowledge of the above. 

About the Book  
 

About Advance Directives Across Asia: A 

Comparative Socio-legal Analysis (Cambridge 

University Press, 2023): 
 

Access the book for free here. 

 

This book is the first to consider the law and practice of 

advance directives across Asia. It will be important not 

only as a reference volume that documents how 

advance directives are regulated and used throughout 

Asia, but also as an exploration of the concept of the 

advance directive itself, in context. By examining how 

advance directives have taken shape and operate in 

Asian countries, the book also sheds light on diverse 

regulatory approaches, the values of personal autonomy 

in this context, alongside other religious, institutional 

and socio-cultural factors that shape health and care 

decision-making. As such, this book will have broad 

appeal to Asian and other international scholars, 

students, policymakers and practitioners in the fields of 

health law, medical ethics and end-of-life care. 

 

  

https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009152631
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009152631
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009152631
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The Programme –  

Day 1: “Potential Challenges for Hong Kong Healthcare 

Practitioners” 
 

2 May 2023, Tuesday 

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm (Hong Kong Time) 

Function Room 1, 2/F, The Hong Kong Academy of Medicine  

Jockey Club Building, 99 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Aberdeen 
 

7:30pm – 

7:35pm 

Introductory Remarks  

7:35pm - 

7:50pm 

Advance Directives in Hong Kong: Challenges for Healthcare 

Practitioners  

 

Assistant Prof Daisy CHEUNG 
Co-editor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law & Deputy Director, Centre for Medical Ethics and Law, 

The University of Hong Kong 

 

Assoc Prof Rebecca LEE 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective 

Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, The University of Hong Kong 

 

7:50pm – 

8:00pm 

Advance Medical Directives in Singapore: Difficulties in 

Implementation (Virtual) 

 

Assoc Prof Tracey Evans CHAN 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective 

Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore, Singapore 

 

8:00pm - 

9:00pm 

Roundtable Discussion  

Panelists: 

 

(Chair) Assoc Prof Michael DUNN 
Co-editor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective 

Associate Professor, Centre for Biomedical Ethics, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, 

National University of Singapore, Singapore 

 

(Chair) Professor Gilberto K. K. LEUNG 
President and Co-Chairman, Professionalism and Ethics Committee, Hong Kong Academy 

of Medicine  

Tsang Wing-Hing Professor in Clinical Neuroscience, Co-Director of the Centre for 

Medical Ethics and Law & Associate Dean (Teaching & Learning), LKS Faculty of 

Medicine, The University of Hong Kong 

 

Ms Sherlynn CHAN 
Partner, Deacons 

Chairman of Mental Health Law Committee, Law Society of Hong Kong 

Co-Chairman of Mental Health, Elder Law and Capacity Sub-Committee of STEP HK 

Member of Guardianship Board, Hong Kong 

 

Mr Albert K. C. LAM 
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Consultant (Health), Health Bureau, Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 

Region 

 

Assistant Prof Daisy CHEUNG 
Co-editor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law & Deputy Director, Centre for Medical Ethics and Law, 

The University of Hong Kong 

 

Assoc Prof Rebecca LEE 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective 

Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, The University of Hong Kong 

 

Assoc Prof Tracey Evans CHAN 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective 

Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore, Singapore 
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The Programme –  

Day 2: “Advance Directives Across Asia: Trends and Patterns” 
 

3 May 2023, Wednesday 

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm (Hong Kong Time) 

Philip K.H. Wong Theatre, 2/F, Cheng Yu Tung Tower,  

Centennial Campus, HKU  
 

7:30pm – 

7:35pm 

Introductory Remarks  

7:35pm - 

7:45pm 

Advance Medical Directives in Singapore: A Faltering Policy for End-

of-Life Care? 

 

Assoc Prof Tracey Evans CHAN 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective 

Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore, Singapore 

 

7:45pm - 

7:55pm 

Advance Directives: The Thai Context 

 

Dr Thitinant Tina TENGAUMNUAY 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

Lecturer, Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand 

 

7:55pm - 

8:05pm 

Advance Directives in India: Seeking the Individual Within the 

Community 

 

Ms Kelly Amal DHRU 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

PhD Candidate and Research Associate, University of Hamburg, Germany 

 

8:05pm – 

8:15pm 

The Law and Practice of Advance Directives and End-of-Life Care in 

Malaysia  

 

Dr Sharon KAUR 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Malaya, Malaysia 

 

8:15pm-

8:25pm 

Advance Directives in Macao: Not Legally Recognised, But… 
 

Dr Man Teng IONG 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

Senior Instructor, Faculty of Law, University of Macau, Macau 

 

8:25pm - 

9:00pm 

Roundtable Discussion 

Panelists:   

 

(Chair) Assoc Prof Michael DUNN 
Co-editor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective 

Associate Professor, Centre for Biomedical Ethics, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, 

National University of Singapore, Singapore 
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(Chair) Assistant Prof Daisy CHEUNG 
Co-editor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law & Deputy Director, Centre for Medical Ethics and 

Law, The University of Hong Kong 

 

Assoc Prof Rebecca LEE 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective 

Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, The University of Hong Kong 

 

Assoc Prof Tracey Evans CHAN 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective 

Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore, Singapore 

 

Dr Thitinant Tina TENGAUMNUAY 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

Lecturer, Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand 

 

Ms Kelly Amal DHRU 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

PhD Candidate and Research Associate, University of Hamburg, Germany 

 

Dr Sharon KAUR 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Malaya, Malaysia 

 

Dr Man Teng IONG 
Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-legal Perspective  

Senior Instructor, Faculty of Law, University of Macau, Macau 

 

  



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         6 

 

  Co-editors 
 

Assistant Professor Daisy CHEUNG 

 

Co-editor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative 

Socio-legal Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2023)  

Assistant Professor of Law 

Deputy Director and Research Fellow at the Centre for Medical 

Ethics and Law, The University of Hong Kong 
  

Daisy Cheung is an assistant professor at the Faculty of Law and 

deputy director of the Centre for Medical Ethics & Law at the 

University of Hong Kong. She obtained her Bachelor of Arts in 

psychology from Amherst College, her Bachelor of Laws (Hons) 

and Postgraduate Certificate in Laws from the University of Hong 

Kong and her Bachelor of Civil Law from the University of Oxford. Daisy’s research focuses 

on mental health and capacity law. Her work includes analyses on a number of issues related 

to Hong Kong’s Mental Health Ordinance (MHO), with a focus on the problematic way in 

which mental capacity is conceived of and assessed in different contexts. She has written on 

public mental health ethics in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, and has researched mental 

capacity law and ethics across several contexts, including her funded research on adult 

guardianship regimes, an ongoing project on capacity restoration in English mental capacity 

law and her funded project on best interests determinations on behalf of adults lacking mental 

capacity. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Associate Professor Michael DUNN 

 

Co-editor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative 

Socio-legal Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2023)  

Associate Professor, Centre for Biomedical Ethics, Yong Loo Lin 

School of Medicine, National University of Singapore, Singapore 

 

Michael Dunn is an associate professor at the Centre for 

Biomedical Ethics, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, National 

University of Singapore, where he is also the co-director of 

education and responsible for leading the health ethics, law and professionalism curriculum for 

medical students. Michael’s current research interests focus mainly on ethical aspects of 

community-based, integrated, and long-term care practice, policy and law - in Singapore, the 

UK and internationally. For the past 20 years, he has also been critically analysing the ethical 

and legal dimensions of decision-making within adult caregiving relationships. In his research, 

he pursues an interdisciplinary approach, making scholarly contributions to the developing 

methodological field of 'empirical bioethics'. Michael has authored more than 90 peer-reviewed 

journal articles and book chapters, and he has co-authored or co-edited 6 books. Before joining 

the National University of Singapore in 2022, Michael was based at the Ethox Centre, 

University of Oxford for 13 years, and he continues his long-standing affiliation with Ethox as 

an associate faculty member. He completed his undergraduate and postgraduate degrees at the 

University of Cambridge, and he has held visiting academic positions in Japan, Hong Kong, 

the USA, the Netherlands and in Norway. 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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 Contributors 
 

Associate Professor Tracey Evans CHAN 
 

Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative 

Socio-legal Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2023)  

Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, National University of 

Singapore, Singapore 
 

Tracey Evans Chan is an associate professor in the Faculty of Law, 

National University of Singapore (NUS), specialising in biomedical 

law and ethics. He has published in the field both locally and 

internationally, and served in a number of Singapore expert 

committees on matters such as surrogacy, transplant ethics, human-

animal combinations in biomedical research and mitochondrial 

germline modification. He is currently a member of the National 

Medical Ethics Committee and TRUST Data Access Committee, Ministry of Health Singapore. 

His recent publications include an article on Singapore’s advance care planning initiatives, 

which appeared in the Journal of Law & Medicine (2019). Professionally, he was called to the 

Singapore Bar in 1998 and then spent two years clerking for the Supreme Court of Singapore 

before joining academia.  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Associate Professor Rebecca LEE 

 

Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative 

Socio-legal Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2023)  

Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, The University of Hong Kong 

 

Rebecca Lee is an associate professor at the Department of Law of 

the University of Hong Kong. She holds a Bachelor of Laws degree 

from the University of Hong Kong) and a Bachelor of Civil Law 

degree from the University of Oxford. She teaches and researches in 

equity and trusts, contracts and non-profit law. She is co-editor (with 

Lusina Ho) of Special Needs Financial Planning: A Comparative 

Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2019). Her joint research project on special needs 

trust has led to the successful introduction of a trust scheme for individuals with cognitive 

impairment. Currently, she is working on research projects on selected issues in trusts law, 

charity governance and special needs support. 
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Contributors 
 

Ms Kelly Amal DHRU 

 

Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative 

Socio-legal Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2023)  

PhD Candidate and Research Associate, University of Hamburg, 

Germany 

 

Kelly Amal Dhru is a research associate and PhD candidate at the 

University of Hamburg, Germany. She is a law graduate from Gujarat 

National Law University in India, and holds the degrees of Bachelor 

of Civil Law (Distinction) and Master of Philosophy in law with a 

focus on legal philosophy from University College, the University of 

Oxford. She was a Fulbright-Nehru Master’s Fellow in Bioethics and Public Health Law, as a 

part of which she completed the Master of Laws degree from Harvard Law School. Kelly is 

currently a PhD fellow at the AMBSL Graduate School of Law and Research Associate 

(Wissenschaftliche Mitarbeiterin) at the University of Hamburg, where her PhD thesis focuses 

on connecting the debates around legal right-holding and legal personhood to the legal rights 

surrounding the emerging neurotechnologies, particularly concerning decisional and bodily 

autonomy. Kelly has taught in India, the United Kingdom, and Germany, and her research 

interests are bioethics, legal philosophy, and legal regulation. In a parallel universe, Kelly has 

been a theatre artist, and is a co-founder of Lawtoons (www.lawtoons.in), a series of comic 

books to educate children about laws and rights. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dr Sharon KAUR 
 

Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative Socio-

legal Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2023)  

Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Malaya, Malaysia 

 

Sharon Kaur is a senior lecturer at the Faculty of Law at University of 

Malaya, Malaysia. She teaches medical law and ethics to both 

undergraduate and graduate students. Sharon’s research interests have 

primarily revolved around medical research ethics and issues of 

competency and consent. In 2017, she spent a year as a visiting 

research fellow with the CENTRES programme at the Centre for 

Biomedical Ethics at National University of Singapore where she developed an interest in 

issues relating to global health ethics and the rights of marginalised populations. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lawtoons.in/
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Contributors 
 

Dr Thitinant Tina TENGAUMNUAY 

 

Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative 

Socio-legal Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2023)  

Lecturer, Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand 

 

Thitinant Tengaumnuay has been a law lecturer at the Faculty of 

Law, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand, since 2014. She received 

her LLB (First-Class Honours) from Chulalongkorn University 

before continuing her masters of law at the University of Oxford 

where she studied medical law and ethics and another LLM in 

environmental law at New York University. She has recently completed a PhD at the University 

of Bristol, in the area of environmental law and regulation. Her areas of interest include medical 

law, criminal law and environmental law. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dr Man Teng IONG 
 

Contributor of Advance Directives Across Asia: A Comparative 

Socio-legal Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2023)  

Senior Instructor, the Faculty of Law, the University of Macau, 

Macau 

 

Man Teng Iong is a Senior Instructor at the Faculty of Law of the 

University of Macau. He finished his LLB at the Faculty of Law, 

New University of Lisbon (Portugal) before completing his Master 

of Law degree at the Faculty of Law, University of Macau, with a 

dissertation regarding advance directives in Macau. He obtained a 

PhD in law at the Law School, University of Minho (Portugal) with a dissertation entitled 

“Civil liability in traditional Chinese medicine: analysis from the perspective of the Portuguese 

legal system”. Before he began his academic life, he had worked as a legal advisor at the Macao 

Health Bureau for six years and gained legal experience in medical law issues. His research 

interest embraces medical malpractice, patient safety, patient rights, and fundamental rights. 

He has published papers about medical law and ethics in international journals, such 

as Medicine and Law and Biolaw Journal. 
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Panelists 
 

Professor Gilberto K. K. LEUNG 
 

Tsang Wing-Hing Professor in Clinical Neuroscience, Co-Director 

of the Centre for Medical Ethics and Law, Faculties of Law and 

Medicine & Associate Dean (Teaching & Learning) of the Li Ka 

Shing Faculty of Medicine, The University of Hong Kong 

  

Professor Gilberto K. K. Leung is a neurosurgeon, Clinical Professor, 

Associate Dean (Teaching & Learning) at the LKS Faculty of 

Medicine, University of Hong Kong. He holds an LLB from the 

University of London and an LLM in Medical Law and Ethics with 

Distinction from the University of Edinburgh. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ms Sherlynn CHAN 

 

Partner, Deacons 

Chairman of Mental Health Law Committee, Law Society of Hong 

Kong 

Co-Chairman of Mental Health, Elder Law and Capacity Sub-

Committee of STEP HK 

Member of Guardianship Board, Hong Kong 

 

Sherlynn is a seasoned family lawyer, fellow of the International 

Academy of Family Lawyers and an accredited family mediator.  She 

previously sat as a Deputy Family Court Judge in Hong Kong. She 

handles complex and sensitive matrimonial cases including divorce, 

separation, cohabitation, financial claims as well as children matters 

(access, custody, relocation, and international child abduction) and injunctive relief for 

preservation of assets. 

 

Sherlynn is also a leading lawyer in mental capacity law, frequently acting for vulnerable 

clients.  She has been appointed by the High Court on multiple occasions as Professional 

Committee for Mentally Incapacitated Persons to manage their property and affairs.  She also 

advises Committees and represents applicants in contested and non-contested applications 

under Part II of the Mental Health Ordinance (Cap 136). 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Mr Albert K. C. LAM 

 

Consultant (Health), Health Bureau, Government of the Hong Kong 

Special Administrative Region 

 

In his role as a consultant to the Health Bureau, Mr Lam’s current work 

covers the formulation of legislative proposals to facilitate the further 

development of end-of-life care services in Hong Kong. He has vast 

experience in public administration, including policy formulation and 

overseeing drafting and enactment of legislation. 
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About the Organisers 

Organised by: 

 
 

The Centre for Medical Ethics and Law (CMEL) develops new ideas and solutions in response 

to the big ethical, legal and policy questions of medicine and health. CMEL is the first cross-

faculty interdisciplinary institution of its kind in the region. It was founded in 2012 by the LKS 

Faculty of Medicine and Faculty of Law at The University of Hong Kong as a joint inheritor 

of their vibrant intellectual traditions dating back to 1887 and 1969 respectively. 

 

Today, CMEL brings together bioethicists, academic lawyers, medical scientists, and other 

scholars to conduct cutting edge bioethical and legal research and contribute to policy 

development in flagship areas like digital health and emergent technologies, mental health and 

capacity, and population and global health. 

 

Research, teaching and knowledge exchange—CMEL’s core initiatives—aim to ensure that 

developments in biomedicine and public health will be underpinned by ethical and legal 

considerations. 

 

Centre for Medical Ethics & Law, The University of Hong Kong 

 

Address: Office 9.21, 9th Floor, Cheng Yu Tung Tower, 

Centennial Campus, The University of Hong Kong 

 

Email:  cmel@hku.hk 

Tel: (852) 3917 1845 

Fax: (852) 2549 8495 

 

Website: https://cmel.hku.hk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pg/CMELHKU 

LinkedIn:  https://www.linkedin.com/company/hku-cmel/ 

Instagram:       https://www.instagram.com/hku_cmel/ 

Twitter:  https://twitter.com/HKUCMEL  

 

Subscribe for updates & newsletters: https://bit.ly/3mCkVaZ 
 

Co-organised by: 

 

mailto:cmel@hku.hk
https://cmel.hku.hk/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/CMELHKU
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hku-cmel/
https://www.instagram.com/hku_cmel/
https://twitter.com/HKUCMEL
https://bit.ly/3mCkVaZ
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