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We are CMEL! Welcome to the forty-fourth issue of the CMEL Newsletter! This publication aims to update you on the
latest news and information in the biomedical world. We will also share information about upcoming events, so stay tuned!
Find out more about CMEL. We also have a Twitter account and a Facebook page.

Top story in this newsletter

Recent Role of College of Dental Surgeons of Hong Kong in disciplining dentists
Case: clarified in court

Dr Tse Kit Ming v The College of Dental Surgeons of HK [2020] HKCFI 2453

T is a registered dentist and a registered specialist in oral and maxillofacial
surgery. He was convicted by the Dental Council of Hong Kong of a plagiarism
charge and received a suspended sentence.

T is also a Fellow of the College of Dental Surgeons of Hong Kong (“the
College”). After T's suspended sentence was spent and in the exercise of its
powers under Article 14 of its Memorandum and Articles of Association, the
College requested T to explain his conduct, claiming that it had good reason to
form an opinion that T’s conviction was likely to be injurious to the College’s
interests. T challenged this in court.

The Hong Kong Court of First Instance (“the court”) recently gave judgment.

The court declared that the College has neither jurisdiction nor power to take
disciplinary action against T in respect of the plagiarism charge.

The court held that the College has no role to play in the taking of disciplinary
actions or imposition of disciplinary sanctions against dentists or specialist
dentists under the statutory framework. The court, however, refused to declare
Article 14 ultra vires. (Paragraphs 46 & 86-91 of the judgment)

Further, the court found that it was Wednesbury unreasonable for the College
to invoke Article 14 requesting T to explain his conduct, as the College failed to
take into account the matters set out in paragraph 99 of the judgment, such as
the fact that the College’s request for T to explain his conduct might cause the
College to terminate T’s Fellowship with the College, which termination would
have the “domino effect” of termination of T's Fellowship with the Hong Kong
Academy of Medicine, ultimately resulting in the removal of T’s status under the
Specialist Register through the backdoor and exposing him to the risk of double
jeopardy.

Click here for the judgment.
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Master’s Master of Laws in Medical Ethics and Law
Degree: Applications for the 2021 entry of the Master of Laws in Medical Ethics and Law
G programme will open soon. Please stay tuned. More about the programme
here.
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Upcoming (Webinar) Health and Artificial Intelligence: Law, Ethics and Society
Webinar: Session 1 (“Ethical Considerations and Policy Development”):

7 Dec 2020 (Mon), 7pm - 9pm

Session 2 (“Responsible Al and the Law”): 8 Dec 2020 (Tue), 7pm - 9pm
Language: English | Registration: Click here

Continuing Medical Education (CME) & Law Society Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) Accreditation: To be applied for
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Video
Recordings:

Video recordings of Workshop on Advance Medical Directives ("Living
Will, Living Well? Advance Directives Across Asia")

Click here for the video recordings of Session 1 “Advance Directives Across
Asia” (2 hours) and Session 2 “Advance Directives in Hong Kong” (2 hours),
which were held on 30 Sep and 2 Oct 2020.
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Publications:

Recent publications by CMEL members

[Journal Paper]

1. "COVID-19 Emergency Measures and the Impending Authoritarian
Pandemic" [Open Access]
By Associate Professor Stephen Thomson and Associate Professor Eric C.
Ip
In Journal of Law and the Biosciences, Isaa064,

https://doi.org/10.1093/jlb/Isaa064

2. "Deepening the Normative Evaluation of Machine Learning Healthcare
Application by Complementing Ethical Considerations with
Regulatory Governance”

By Associate Professor Calvin Ho
In The American Journal of Bioethics (2020) 20:11, 43-45, DOI:
10.1080/15265161.2020.1820106

Please click on link to access abstract. (This paper is not open access.)

[Book chapter in open-access book]

3. "Global Governance of Anti-microbial Resistance: A Legal and
Regulatory Toolkit"
By Associate Professor Calvin Ho and Assistant Professor Tsung-Ling Lee
In: Jamrozik E., Selgelid M. (eds) Ethics and Drug Resistance:
Collective Responsibility for Global Public Health. Public Health Ethics
Analysis, vol 5. Springer (2020), pp 401-420.
Available at: http://link-springer-com-
443.webvpn.fimu.edu.cn/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-27874-8 25
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Collaboration:
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Swiss-funded project on COVID-19-related public perception

CMEL (Associate Professor Calvin _Ho) is partnering with the Institute of
Biomedical Ethics and History of Medicine, University of Zurich, in a project to
test the application of a platform (PubliCo) for the study of public perception
concerning COVID-19 in Hong Kong. The project is funded by the Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology.
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Award:

Ms Daisy Cheung received Early Career Teaching Award

Assistant Professor Daisy Cheung received an Early Career Teaching Award
from the University of Hong Kong in a recent ceremony. Please join us in
congratulating her.
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Knowledge
Exchange:

Dr Philip Beh spoke on Collateral Damage of COVID-19

CMEL has prepared a brief report on Dr Philip Beh’s recent talk on the
“collateral damage of COVID-19”, in which he highlighted the ethical conflicts
that could arise between public health goals and individual well-being.
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Dr Calvin Ho on sharing of data in vaccine research

Associate Professor Calvin Ho suggested in an interview with University World
News that, if a research group finds that a candidate does not give rise to an
immune response, it should “share the data so that everybody else does not go
down that route”. Click here for the news article.
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