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We are CMEL! Welcome to the thirty-seventh issue of the CMEL Newsletter! This publication aims to update you on
the latest news and information in the biomedical world. We will also share information about upcoming events, so stay
tuned! Find out more about CMEL. We also have a Facebook page, you can follow us here.

Top story in this newsletter

New Case
Brleflng

English court recognised duty owed by a hospital trust to the daughter of
its patient in respect of genetic information

ABC v St George’s Healthcare NHS Trust and others [2020] EWHC 455 (QB)

In this recent English case, the High Court recognised that the second defendant,
a trust which ran a hospital, owed a duty of care to the daughter of its patient to
“balance her interest in being informed of her genetic risk against her father's
interest in preserving confidentiality in relation to his diagnosis and the public
interest in maintaining medical confidentiality generally”. The patient was
diagnosed with a genetic disorder. He declined to consent to disclosure to his
daughter. The trust did not disclose to his daughter during her pregnancy the risk
that she had inherited the gene for the disease. On the facts, the trust’s decision
not to disclose did not amount to a breach of the duty recognised, as it was
supported by a responsible body of medical opinion. The duty recognised may
potentially apply to other information that reveals a serious risk to a third party.
Read our bilingual case briefing here.
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In the News:

Rationing ventilators and hospital resources during the COVID-19 pandemic

Hospitals in countries hit by COVID-19 are facing difficult decisions on the
rationing of ventilators, beds and other resources where the number of COVID-19
patients exceeds capacity. Click here for an article that discusses a number of
possible rationing principles, such as maximising the total number of lives saved.

Recently official guidance has been issued to NHS doctors in England on how to
decide which COVID-19 patients should be admitted to critical care. The guidance
offers an “algorithm” to help doctors make a decision.

HE I S I IEA - 2 BB e I S = e A\ B i i B e B AR - 4] o3 O
R A% e PR AL 5 B R R - 22 G el 3 — e 5 2 T m] e Y o3 e [R RIS - A
e e 2 (AEESYNE

U A A G SR VB —5F - TSRS R OR (2 S B AR T
R EES | siEs Heit T E SRR R A ELAE -

Interview:

Ethics in the COVID-19 crisis: perspectives from a clinical ethicist
In a recent interview with the New Yorker, a clinical ethicist shared her views on
ethics in the COVID-19 crisis. Click here for the article on the interview.
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