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We are CMEL! Welcome to the thirtieth issue of the CMEL Newsletter! This publication aims to update you on the
latest news and information in the biomedical world. We will also share information about upcoming events, so stay
tuned! Find out more about CMEL. We also have a Facebook page, you can follow us here.

Top stories in this newsletter

New Case
Briefing:

Parental order concerning surrogate children granted by the Hong Kong
court after considering issues such as delay and breach of the law

In the recent Hong Kong case of FH and MH v WB and others, the court
declared that the genetic parents of two children born via surrogacy were their
legal parents after considering issues such as delay, expenses and breach of
the surrogacy law. Read CMEL’s case summary here.
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In the News:

US court ordered pharmaceutical giant to pay US$572 million in
landmark opioid case

An Oklahoma court held that Johnson & Johnson ran a “false and dangerous”
sales campaign, which resulted in opioid addiction and overdose deaths, as
well as contributing to the opioid epidemic in the state. The court ordered
Johnson & Johnson to pay US$572 million in compensation for the public
nuisance. The landmark ruling has profound implications for other opioid drug
companies. Read more here.
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Dutch doctor on trial for murder after euthanising a dementia patient

A doctor has gone on trial for murder in the Netherlands after euthanising a
dementia patient. The case has raised concerns about euthanising dementia
patients on the basis of a request lodged before their loss of mental capacity.
Read more here.
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Entertainment:

—

Medical shows using crowdsourcing to diagnose patients

The production teams of two new shows, “Diagnosis” on Netflix and “Chasing
the Cure” on TNT/TBS, used crowdsourcing to diagnose patients with
unexplained illnesses. This has raised ethical issues. Read more here.
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