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We are CMEL! Welcome to the twenty-fifth issue of the CMEL Newsletter! This publication aims to update you on the latest news and infor-
mation in the biomedical world. We will also share information about upcoming events, so stay tuned! Find out more about . We also have a
Facebook page, you can follow us

Top stories in this newsletter
In the News: Calls for a central registry of human genome editing research and a global moratorium

In further news about gene editing, a World Health Organization (“WHQ”) panel has requested the
WHO to establish a central registry on human genome editing research and a group of scientists and
ethicists have called for a global moratorium on all clinical uses of human germline editing, that is,
changing heritable DNA to make genetically modified human children. Click for a news article on
)= the request to establish a registry and for a news article on the call for a moratorium.
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Hong Kong government launched a trust service for the parents, siblings and relatives of
persons with special needs

The Hong Kong government has launched a Special Needs Trust service. Provided that the other eligi-
bility requirements are met, any parent/ sibling/ relative of a person with intellectual disability, autism or
mental disorder may appoint the Director of Social Welfare Incorporated as a trustee to hold money
from him/ her (the parent/ sibling/ relative) (“the settlor’) on a Special Needs Trust for the benefit of the
person with intellectual disability, autism or mental disorder (“the beneficiary”). When the trustee is
notified of the death of the settlor, it will activate the trust account. Then the trustee will regularly dis-
burse trust funds to the carer specified by the settlor for implementation of the care plan prepared for
the beneficiary by the settlor. Some are worried that the requirement for the settlor to inject a minimum
amount of around HK$200,000 in order to set up the trust account and the imposition of an annual fee
of HK$21,000, which fee is payable after activation of the trust account, will sideline those with low-
income. Read more

FERBRBUNHE I RR TR ZETEIRS BTG EER ([ ARRTE R B RELEE FE) A LR
SCIRH SLIS ik R (R e N7 AR E L g BB E REE LR AR R E 2 A B By B AUA Rk
TEAINT( 23 N7 FARE B S 56 ik B R E & - 25t NS & Azt At 12 B E)
FIAREEL PO B2t MR EHIEE 0 E S8 HGE T 25t A AT E € 1Y HReE 72 (55 5% IRgR 2 mT DA
FRORMIT R AR Ry g NEFAVIERAGT & /D ABE O FTEE AR E ARV K4 200,000 TTA RER
IR RSP AR B R BB B LR 4 21,000 A TE G SR A B LSS - 7L BREFES -
Opt-out organ donation bill passed into law in England

An opt-out organ donation bill was recently passed into law in England. Adults will be deemed to have
consented to be an organ donor and will be considered potential donors when they die unless they
chose to opt out or are in one of the excluded groups. Deemed consent will not apply where a person
who stood in a qualifying relationship to the deceased adult (his/her partner, specified family member
or friend of long standing) immediately before death provides information that would lead a reasonable
person to conclude that the deceased adult would not have consented. The changes will take effect in
2020. Click for a news story on this and for the Explanatory Notes to the new law.

AT AR B A TR BRE T a8 E IR HYA S WAL T A BRIEEATEEA 2 BB PRI AL -
AR B EE LRI e E - ORI E A TR R BRI ~ 2 RE R B SR AOE
TROL U G S HNY NG Z NGB T G E R R S BEHAEmITER » S E R AR R
FEIERILEEEERE - SR 2020 £A4R - 557 L EE R K 2 LB A BIRYEERE -

In Commentary: Medical machine-learning models might be susceptible to unethical manipulation

Researchers are concerned that, as the outputs of medical machine-learning systems might be ma-

nipulated by making small but carefully designed changes to the inputs, these systems might be vul-

nerable to manipulation in ethically questionable ways by players in the health care system for ulterior

purposes such as maximizing the money coming their way. Such manipulation might harm patients.
Click for a relevant commentary.
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