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We are CMEL! Welcome to the twenty-fourth issue of the CMEL Newsletter! This publication aims to update you on the latest news and infor-
mation in the biomedical world. We will also share information about upcoming events, so stay tuned! Find out more about CMEL. We also have
a Facebook page, you can follow us here.
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Top stories in this newsletter

CMEL Events: Launch of the revamped CMEL website

CMEL has recently revamped its website. Click here to visit the revamped website.
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. mmw;hf‘m.“jté Artificial intelligence in medicine — Hong Kong Hospital Authority’s plan, CMEL’s
seminar on 14 March 2019 and more

By the end of this year, the Hong Kong Hospital Authority will begin studying whether it is feasible to
apply artificial intelligence (Al) in the workflow of frontline doctors. The use of Al is expected to assist
doctors in their practice. Click here for the news article. If you are interested in learning more about Al in
medicine, you may wish to attend our seminar on the ethical challenges arising from the use of Al in
clinical medicine to be held on 14 March 2019. The registration page can be reached here. Lastly, a
recent commentary on the use of automation and Al in surgery may be of interest and is available here.
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In the News: Dutch dementia patient opted for euthanasia earlier out of fear of loss of capacity

A dementia patient had euthanasia carried out on her earlier than she would have liked in the Nether-
lands because she feared that, as her dementia progressed, she would lose the mental capacity re-
r= quired to reconfirm her consent to euthanasia. Read more here.
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Chinese researchers cloned monkeys whose genes were edited to bring about mental
iliness

In further news about gene editing, Mainland Chinese scientists have edited the genes of macaque mon-
key embryos to induce mental iliness in the macaque monkeys and eventually cloned five gene-edited
macaque monkeys. This experiment has led to renewed concerns that it might be unethical to conduct
experiments on animals which are remarkably similar to humans. Our Co-Director, Associate Professor
Terry Kaan, shared his view on this matter with the South China Morning Post. Click here for the news-
paper article.
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In Commentary: Ethics dumping and the export of unethical research practices from the developed
world

Recent news reports of controversial biomedical experiments have given rise to concerns over ethics
dumping, which refers to researchers from one jurisdiction carrying out experiments in another jurisdic-
tion, which usually has laxer regulations, because the experiments would either not be permitted or
would only be permitted in an undesirable way in their own jurisdiction. Click here for an article on ethics
dumping from The Economist.

B AUA R B R MR A YR R R LS [ T RE TR IR R - EEMER BIRE —(ER AR
B %*ﬂﬂ{ﬁ%ﬁ EWTRNIBZOETER > M EREMFE CrIBZE R LS SR RAEI T
TEAHETT - THUERTRE (AOBEN) i —TRRERIN B RS E -

Centre for Medical Ethics and Law, The University of Hong Kong

cmel@hku.hk

Room 9.21, 9/F, Cheng Yu Tung Tower, Centennial Campus, The University of Hong Kong
(+852) 3917 1845



http://www.cmel.hku.hk
https://www.facebook.com/CMELHKU
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2184745/eight-doctors-missed-lung-cancer-patients-x-rays
https://www.cmel.hku.hk/events-detail.php?id=29
https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/united-states/article/2183106/surgical-robotics-here-stay-when-things-go
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2184745/eight-doctors-missed-lung-cancer-patients-x-rays
https://www.cmel.hku.hk/events-detail.php?id=29
https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/united-states/article/2183106/surgical-robotics-here-stay-when-things-go
https://www.cmel.hku.hk/
https://www.cmel.hku.hk/
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2019/02/02/recent-events-highlight-an-unpleasant-scientific-practice-ethics-dumping
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2019/02/02/recent-events-highlight-an-unpleasant-scientific-practice-ethics-dumping
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/2183807/china-has-tweaked-genes-create-five-mad-monkeys-ethical
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/2183807/china-has-tweaked-genes-create-five-mad-monkeys-ethical
https://www.bbc.com/news/stories-47047579
https://www.bbc.com/news/stories-47047579

