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We are CMEL! Welcome to the fifteenth issue of the CMEL Newsletter! This publication aims to update you on the latest
news and information in the biomedical world. We will also share information about upcoming events, so stay tuned! Find out
more about CMEL. We also have a Facebook page, you can follow us here.

Top stories in this newsletter

In the News:

Doctor found guilty of misconduct by Medical Council

A doctor was found guilty of misconduct and banned from practicing medicine for a period of 6 months
after a medical blunder involving a patient who underwent a permanent tracheostomy. A piece of
gauze, taped on all sides, was found blocking the opening in the patient’s throat, which ultimately led to
his death. The Medical Council ruled that the doctor had failed to prevent the nurses’ mismanagement
of the patient’s tracheostoma. Read more here.

Read more here about the petition that has been launched by the Frontline Doctors’ Union in response
to the Medical Council’s ruling.
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HKU team develops new HIV drug

Scientists from the University of Hong Kong have led the recent development of a new drug that will
both treat individuals infected by the HIV virus and protect others from getting infected. The drug has
only been tested on mice so far, but the researchers are optimistic about the results. Read more here.
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In Commentary:

Australian scientist seeks euthanasia in Switzerland

This commentary piece explores Australian scientist David Goodall’s quest for euthanasia. At 104
years of age, Goodall felt that he had no reason to live, even though he was not terminally ill. Be-

b cause euthanasia is banned in Australia, he flew to Switzerland to carry out his wishes. Read more
here.
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Feature: Genomes, privacy and murder
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The recent, stunning arrest of the Golden State Killer Joseph Deangelo, who committed a series of mur-
ders, rapes and burglaries back in the 1970s and 80s, has captivated the US. The arrest was based on
genetic material from the crime scene, which was traced back to Deangelo’s distant ancestors. Using the
database of a website named GEDmatch, they located thousands of descendants who were then inves-
tigated for connections to the location of the crimes, until they managed to isolate Deangelo. While the
arrest of a serial killer is laudable, the use of genomics raises questions of genetic privacy, such as
whether and when we have a right to know about a relative’s susceptibility to disease. Read more here.
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